
 

   

CITY OF WINDY HILLS  

  

Minutes of Regular Council Meeting  

April 13, 2026 

  

 

The Council and Officers of the City of Windy Hills met at Sojourn Community Church East, 2501 

Rudy Lane, at 7:00 P.M. Mayor Roberts called the meeting to order.  

 

ROLL CALL: The following were present:  

  

MAYOR  COUNCIL MEMBERS  OTHER CITY OFFICIALS  

Dr. John Roberts Helen Davis Christine Haner, Clerk/Treasurer 

  Kate Greer Timothy Mayer, Attorney  

  Paul Morris Paul Eitel, Code Enforcement 

  Suzanne Spencer   

  Steve Teaford 

Julie Theiler 

  

MINUTES:  

 

Councilwoman Davis made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 9, 2026, council 

meeting; seconded by Councilwoman Spencer. Having no need for council discussion, the 

motion carried.    

 

  

FINANCIAL REPORTS, APPROVAL OF BILLS:  

  

Councilwoman Davis moved to approve the March 2026 Financial Reports which included the 

Profit & Loss Statement as well as the Balance Sheet: seconded by Councilwoman Greer.  With 

no discussion necessary, the motion passed unanimously. Mayor Roberts read the highlights of 

the Balance Sheet and Profit & Loss Statement.  Those can be found on our website. 

 

Councilwoman Davis moved to approve the March bills, totaling $60,590.13; seconded by 

Councilwoman Theiler. With no discussion requested by the council, the motion passed 

unanimously.  

 

 

 

RESIDENTS’ COMMENTS/CONCERNS: Dan Kinnapel of 409 Kaelin Drive signed in stating he 

wanted to attend the meeting to see how City business was conducted in Windy Hills. He also 
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asked now that the sidewalk has gone in at the corner of Brownsboro Road and N. Hubbard’s 

Lane, can walkers continue to use/walk through Coach Gate like before?  Mayor Roberts stated 

that caution should be used if walking through Coach Gate, but it is not prohibited.  He 

reminded everyone to thank District 7 Councilwoman, Dr. Paula McCraney for making the 

sidewalk project happen.  We also realize the new sidewalk is very close to the roadway at N. 

Hubbard’s Lane.  While Metro found this to be acceptable, walkers might want to use the inside 

half of the sidewalk for safety. Mayor Roberts also stated he requested from Metro a flashing 

light be placed on N. Hubbard’s Lane where Rudy Lane intersects the street. 

 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

Budget, Finance, ARPA Committee, Mayor Protem – Councilwoman Davis: 

Regarding the construction on Rudy Lane, Cleary Constructions should have provided written 

notices to the residents and city 24 hours in advance of their overnight work on Sunday, March 

29th.  Additionally, Cleary has been encroaching outside of the Right Of Way and on private 

property with their trucks and heavy equipment.  We have seen damage to trees, sidewalks, 

and elsewhere.  Pictures have been taken by several of us, and those images were sent to our 

City Attorney, Tim Mayer, and to Councilman Steve Teaford, who takes care of our Public Works. 

While Cleary, as a third-party contractor, believes they will not be replacing damaged areas 

when the work is completed, I contacted the Kentucky Department of Transportation directly.  

They stated that any damage will be corrected after all the work is complete. 

 

The final ARPA (American Relief Plan Act) report is due at the end of April.  It will report on the 

last of the Federal funds used for the parking area on our Green.  

 

 

 

Windy Hills Green/City Maintenance/Tree Board liaison/City events - Councilwoman Greer: 

Mowing has started this spring.  We prefer mowing starting around mid-March instead as most 

years grass needs to be cut at that time, and we might consider adding that to our contract for 

the future. 

 

At the Clerkenwell Circle, I replanted a shrub myself to ensure it was planted properly. 

 

 

Councilman Morris reported: There will be a kids craft provided on The Green before The 

Tempest play begins at Shakespeare on the Green on Tuesday, April 21st.  The play starts at 

6:30PM. 
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T-shirts for walking the new loop are still in the works.   

 

 

Welcome to Windy Hills – Councilwoman Spencer reported:  

We have two new residents in Windy Hills. 

 

 

Public Works – Councilman Teaford reported:  

The street sign for Grassy Fork has been re-ordered as the sign company lost our order. 

 

On Wednesday, April 15th, the Swift Can Company will clean three of our public trash cans 

that contain refuse in the bottom which makes them unable to be emptied properly. It 

should be around $150. 

 

Pictures demonstrating damage by contractors, as well as contractors using our parking lot 

as a staging area for parking and storing equipment, have been sent to our City Attorney 

for documentation.  We have been taking pictures of various areas in our city where work 

is being done. 

 

Road bids are due May 5th and will be opened at the office of Mark Madison, city 

engineer. We expect to vote during the May Council meeting for the award of the contract 

for paving.  If the bids come in much higher than expected, we may have to remove some 

of the streets we wanted to pave this summer. 

 

 

City Clerk/Treasurer – Christine Haner reported:  

On March 16th, 7 liens were filed for unpaid 2025 tax bills.  In total, there are 14 unpaid tax 

bills from as far back as 2021 for a total due our city of $25,094.44. 

 

During the April Kentucky Municipal Clerk’s Association meeting, we were provided 

resources from the Kentucky Attorney General’s Office, specifically the Office of Senior 

Protection & Mediation.  Several of those resources will be included in future newsletters. 

I encourage our residents to investigate resources from the Attorney General to be aware 

of scams of all kinds, some of which are geared towards our seniors, but can affect all of 

us. 

 

Code Enforcement – Paul Eitel:  

Signs, and political signs recently, are a constant code issue and will be pulled from our common 

areas.  Signs in the Right Of Way will be moved to a resident’s yard if I can reasonably assume 
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the sign originated by that resident.  We don’t want to cause a problem by placing a sign in a 

private yard that was not their sign (or candidate). 

 

I have been diligently working on complaints from residents, primarily at a repeat offender 

property.  This home has had complaints of goats, dogs running free, exterior maintenance 

issues, etc.  This chronic problem is not fair to the neighbors.  Fines are around $2,500 as of 

April 10th at 423 Deerfield.  The owner is currently absent from the home taking care of family 

business out of state. 

 

Councilman Teaford stated this property has been a chronic issue for many years, spanning 

three mayors and several councils. 

 

Mr. Eitel added that the dogs running free have caused the new USPS mail carrier to threaten 

non-delivery if the animals are not secured.  Animal control has been called several times but 

each time an animal control officer is onsite, there is nothing to see.  I have contacted Animal 

Control once again to return. 

 

Metro Louisville has temporarily paused enforcement of small livestock enforcement due to a 

potential change in the Metro Ordinance.  This property was made a “Nuisance property” to get 

a resolution that way. 

 

Councilman Teaford stated that Windy Hills must treat all residents and homes consistently.  

Because it came to the council’s attention that no formal Minutes contain the council’s wishes 

regarding this property, Mr. Teaford made the following motion: The Council recommends to 

the Mayor, concerning ongoing nuisance property conditions at 423 Deerfield, that in 

accordance with Ordinance 92.03, we should immediately file a lien against this property for the 

total outstanding fines to date of $2,500.00. Additionally, we should begin a fine of $250.00 per 

day, and continue daily, until all nuisance conditions are fully and completely abated 

satisfactorily to the City. At each month end, any further accumulated fines should be filed as 

additional liens against the property, until such conditions are fully abated. 

 

This motion was seconded by Councilwoman Davis and discussion was opened. 

 

Councilwoman Davis shared that this home was a problem when Jim Ising was Mayor.  Not only 

does the chronic problem impact the surrounding neighbors, but it also affects quality of life, 

home values, and has cost our city a lot in the way of time and other costs related to sending 

letters, incurring attorney’s fees, time of the Code Enforcement Officer, etc. We must 

understand that taxpayer dollars are paying for this. 
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When Windy Hills was dealing with another chronic nuisance property on Indian Ridge Road, 

the Interim Metro Louisville Police Chief at the time told us to use civil law, not criminal law, to 

best take care of the issue.  Liens are recommended and were used for the Indian Ridge Road 

property.  Ultimately, that property was forced to sell, with the new owner completely 

renovating the home.  Now it is a nice home.  So, we can’t let this issue go as quality of life and 

the financial costs to our city cannot continue. 

 

Mayor Roberts replied that progress has been made by our Code Enforcement Officer on 

Deerfield.  A vehicle was removed, ducks and previous goats were removed, the back porch was 

cleaned up, the front yard cleaned up, gutters, and some painting were worked on.  Currently 

the homeowner is in Connecticut taking care of a family matter after a death, so progress has 

stalled. Now we are back to seeing issues again.  We will work harder but we should be a city of 

compassion.  A lien of $2,500 is agreed but the motives of the council need to be clear.   

 

The council wants the property cleaned up. 

 

Councilwoman Theiler re-iterated that she does not want to get the homeowner out of the city, 

but simply to clean up the property. 

 

Councilwoman Greer brought up that in one instance a resident on Foeburn had a tree 

continually dropping branches, but the homeowner could not afford to have the tree removed.  

The City had the tree taken down and was reimbursed when the home was eventually sold, as 

agreed upon. 

 

Councilwoman Davis stated that while prior progress may have been made, it appears to be 

two steps forward, one step back scenario.  During her time as Mayor of Windy Hills, she had 

declared a home a nuisance with the help of the Windy Hills attorney. The City cleaned up that 

property and was reimbursed when the home was sold. This is one example of a remedy. 

 

The general consensus was the intent to move forward. 

 

Mayor Roberts asked a question of the City Attorney, Tim Mayer.  Mr. Mayer confirmed that 

while an action is recommended by the council, the Code Enforcement Officer and Mayor 

actually make the call as the action is from the Executive branch of government. 

 

At this point the vote was taken, and the vote was unanimous by council to pass Councilman 

Teaford’s motion. 

 

ATTORNEY COMMENTS:  
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Mr. Tim Mayer, from the firm of Strobo Barkley, PLLC, reported that he is continuing forward 

on foreclosures for those few residents who are several years delinquent in payment of city 

property taxes and answering any questions from the Mayor as they arise.  Additionally, he 

worked on amending an ordinance that will be addressed later in this meeting. 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT:  
We have two city events coming up.  

On Tuesday, April 21 at 6:30 pm on the Green we will have Shakespeare on the Green. The play 

will be “The Tempest” by William Shakespeare. There will be children’s activities. Residents are 

encouraged to attend and bring lawn chairs, food and drinks. Please, no alcoholic beverages. 

This event has been arranged for by District 7 Metro City Councilwoman Paula McCraney.  

On Saturday, April 25th at 10 am Councilwoman McCraney will host an Arbor Day event in the 

area in front of the recycling center on North Hubbard’s lane. Trees will be planted near the new 

sidewalk.   

  

Most people know that an apartment complex is planned for the old plant kingdom site at 

Westport road and Ridgeway.   

  

Gas line construction work continues on the Green and along Rudy Lane and Merrifield. We 

have heard of and have addressed, or are addressing the following issues:  

Construction work occurring at night disrupting people’s sleep  

Reported damage to streets, sidewalks and residents’ yards.  

Damage to sidewalks and parking spaces on the green.  

If residents are concerned about other matters related to the construction, please contact our 

city office.   

  

Today, the City of Windy Hills received 3 responses related to our request for bids on the 

sanitation contract. The bids will be evaluated and a decision to award the contract will be 

made within the next month. Bids were submitted by Rumpke, Ecotech and Current Waste 

Solutions.  

  

The Lyndon Police patrolled our city for a total of 81.8 hours in March for a cost of $5, 889.60. 

Traffic monitoring by radar was conducted twice on Ambridge Drive at Taxham Court, and once 

on Rudy Lane at Brookview Road. No warnings, stops or citations were made. There was a 

citation given for speeding on Brownsboro road near North Hubbard’s Lane. 

  

It’s election season. A resident has the right to allow or deny candidates to post political signs 

on their private property. However, these signs must not be placed in the public right of way 

which typically extends about 20 feet from the road. If the property has a sidewalk the sign 
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should be placed on the house side of the sidewalk. Any sign, political or otherwise, in the right 

of way, will be removed by the Code Enforcement Officer. This is a matter of public safety. 

 

Councilwoman Greer asked if we were going to charge Cleary Construction for use of the 

parking area on our Green. Councilwoman Davis asked for guidance on that idea from our City 

Attorney who will research and answer that question in the future. 

 

Mayor Roberts mentioned that the photos taken by Cleary Construction before the work on 

Merrifield Lane differ from our images, including the yards of the residents.  That will be 

investigated as we will look at the meta data of the image to determine date and time of the 

photographs.  While there is no line item on the Cleary Construction contract for re-paving, it is 

true that the Kentucky Department of Transportation says, yes, paving will be done for areas 

damaged by the work. 

 
  
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

Executive Order 26-01 relates to the Appointment of Ralph Williams to the City of Windy Hills 

Board of Ethics.  While that Order demonstrates the appointment by the Mayor, it must be with 

the approval of the council.  Therefore, Municipal Order 26-03 approves the appointment of Mr. 

Ralph Williams to the Ethics Board effective January 1, 2026, and extending to December 31, 

2028. 

 

A copy of both Orders are attached to these minutes. 

 

Councilwoman Davis made a motion to appoint Ralph Williams to the Ethics Board, seconded 

by Councilwoman Greer.  No discussion or call was needed.  The vote by council was 

unanimous. 

 

Attorney Tim Mayor swore in Mr. Williams at this time: 

 

 

 

 

OATH OF OFFICE  
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Do you, Ralph Williams do solemnly swear that you will support the Constitution of the United 

States and the Constitution of this Commonwealth, and be faithful and true to the 

Commonwealth of Kentucky so long as you continue a citizen thereof, and that you will faithfully 

execute, to the best of your ability, the position of Ethics Board Member of the City of Windy 

Hills according to law; and you do further solemnly swear that since the adoption of the present 

Constitution, being a citizen of this State, have not fought a duel with deadly weapons within 

this State nor out of it, nor have sent or accepted a challenge to fight a duel with deadly 

weapons, nor have acted as second in carrying a challenge, nor aided or assisted any person 

thus offending, so help you God.  

 

Mr. Williams successfully swore to the terms and was heartily congratulated by those in 

attendance. 

 

At this time Councilwoman Davis made a motion to hear the First Reading of proposed 

Ordinance changes to Code, Chapter 35, sections 35.02(B), 35.03 (A) and (B), and new section 

35.06. No discussion was made, no roll call required.  The motion passed unanimously to read 

the proposed Code modifications. Mayor Roberts read the document. 

 

A copy of Chapter 35 will be attached to these minutes for clarity. 

 

A second reading of the proposed code update will be on the May 2026 Agenda. 

 

 

COMMENTS/QUESTIONS TO THE COUNCIL AS A WHOLE:   None 

 

 

There being no further business to address nor questions to answer of the Council,  

Councilman Teaford made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilwoman Greer.  The motion 

passed and the meeting was officially adjourned at 7:59PM.  

  

  

____________________________                                          ______________________________ 
John Roberts, Mayor  Christine Haner, Clerk/Treasurer 
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CITY OF WINDY HILLS 

 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 2026-01 

 

AN EXECUTIVE ORDER RELATING TO THE APPOINTMENT OF RALPH 

WILLIAMS TO THE CITY OF WINDY HILLS BOARD OF ETHICS 

 

WHEREAS pursuant to KRS 65.8801 to KRS 65.8839, the City of Windy Hills 

Ordinance 94-06 established a Board of Ethics the members of which shall be appointed 

by the Mayor, subject to the approval of the City Council; and 

 

WHEREAS Mr. Ralph Williams desires to serve on the City of Windy Hills Board of 

Ethics. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, John L. Roberts, MD, Mayor of the City of Windy Hills, hereby 

appoint Mr. Ralph Williams to the Ethics Board for a term of three years, subject to the 

approval of the City Council. Such appointment shall be effective January 1, 2026, and 

extend to December 31, 2028. 

 

 

 

      ___________________________________ 

       John L. Roberts, MD 

Mayor 

 

 

___________________________________ 

Date 

 

 

 

APPROVED FOR FORM & LEGALITY 

 

 

__________________________ 

Timothy Mayer, City Attorney 
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CITY OF WINDY HILLS 

 

MUNICIPAL ORDER NO. 2026-03 

 

A MUNICIPAL ORDER RELATING TO THE APPOINTMENT OF RALPH WILLIAMS TO 

THE BOARD OF ETHICS  

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to KRS 65.8801 to KRS 65.8839 the City of Windy Hills 

Ordinance 94-06 established an Board of Ethics, the members of which shall be appointed by the 

Mayor, subject to the approval of the City Council.  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, 

 

 BE IT ORDERED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WINDY HILLS: 

 

 Section 1. Mr. Ralph Williams be appointed to the Ethics Board effective January 1, 

2026, and extending to December 31, 2028.   

 

 Section 2.  This Municipal Order shall take effect upon adoption by the City Council and 

signature of the Mayor. 

 

Adopted at the regular meeting of the City Council held this April 11, 2026. 

 

 

 

      ___________________________________ 

       John L. Roberts, MD 

Mayor 

 

APPROVED FOR FORM & LEGALITY 

 

 

__________________________ 

Timothy Mayer, City Attorney 
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§ 35.01 COUNTY ASSESSMENT ADOPTED. 

(A) Pursuant to the authority granted in KRS 132.285, the city hereby adopts the Jefferson 

County assessment for all real and personal property situated within the city as the basis of all 

ad valorem tax levies ordered or approved by the City Council. 

 

(B) The assessment as finally determined for county tax purposes shall serve as the basis for 

all city levies for the fiscal year commencing after the assessment date. 

 

§ 35.02 DUE DATE; PAYMENT. 

 

(A) All taxes, except ad valorem taxes on motor vehicles, shall become due on December 1. 

(B) Any taxpayer who pays his or her city taxes before November 1 shall be entitled to [up to 

a 40% discount thereon, and the Clerk shall allow the discount and give a receipt in full to the 

taxpayer]such discount, if any, as may be established by ordinance. 
 

§ 35.03 DELINQUENCY. 
(A) All city taxes, except ad valorem taxes on motor vehicles, shall become delinquent [on 

January 1 following their due dates]as provided by ordinance. 

(B) Any taxes not paid by the date when they become delinquent shall be subject to [a 

penalty of 10%, plus 12% interest, on the taxes due and unpaid]such penalties, interest, and costs 

as may be established by ordinance and applicable law. The delinquent taxpayer shall also pay all 

costs and expenses incidental to any action taken by the city for collection of the delinquent tax 

bill. 

(C) Delinquent taxes shall be collectable under the provisions of the state law relating to the 

collection of delinquent taxes by cities. 

 

§ 35.04 AD VALOREM TAXES ON MOTOR VEHICLES. 
(A) All ad valorem taxes on motor vehicles shall be collected by the County Clerk in 

accordance with KRS 134.800. 

(B) Ad valorem taxes on motor vehicles shall become due and delinquent as set forth in KRS 

134.810, and any taxes not paid by the date when they become delinquent shall be subject to the 

penalty and interest specified in KRS 134.810. 

 

§ 35.05 DISPOSITION OF FUNDS. 

 

All monies collected from the taxes levied in this chapter shall be paid into the General Fund of 

the city to be used for the payment of proper expenditures as determined by the City Council. 

 

§ 35.06 ANNUAL TAX ORDINANCE 
 

The rate of taxation, discounts, penalties, and interest applicable to ad valorem taxes shall be 

established annually by ordinance of the City Council and consistent with applicable state 

law. 

 


