
 

   

CITY OF WINDY HILLS  

  

Minutes of Regular Council Meeting  

March 9, 2026 

  

 

The Council and Officers of the City of Windy Hills met at Sojourn Community Church East, 2501 

Rudy Lane, at 7:00 P.M. Mayor Roberts called the meeting to order.  

 

ROLL CALL: The following were present:  

  

MAYOR  COUNCIL MEMBERS  OTHER CITY OFFICIALS  

Dr. John Roberts Helen Davis Christine Haner, Clerk/Treasurer 

  Paul Morris Timothy Mayer, Attorney  

  Steve Teaford  

  Julie Theiler   

     

MINUTES:  

 

Councilwoman Davis made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 9, 2026, council 

meeting; seconded by Councilwoman Theiler. Having no need for council discussion, the 

motion carried.    

 

  

FINANCIAL REPORTS, APPROVAL OF BILLS:  

  

Councilwoman Davis moved to approve the February 2026 Financial Reports which included 

the Profit & Loss Statement as well as the Balance Sheet; seconded by Councilman Morris.  

With no discussion necessary, the motion passed unanimously. Mayor Roberts read the 

highlights of the Balance Sheet and Profit & Loss Statement.  Those can be found on our 

website. 

 

Councilwoman Davis moved to approve the February bills, totaling $85,077.28; seconded by 

Councilman Morris. With no discussion requested by the council, the motion passed 

unanimously. Our Road Fund balance is currently $53K, with a monthly income of around $3K. 

 

 

 

RESIDENTS’ COMMENTS/CONCERNS: None 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

Budget, Finance, ARPA Committee, Mayor Protem – Councilwoman Davis: 

Councilwoman Greer and I recently attended the Kentucky Women in City Government 

Conference in Lexington. Prior to that I also attended a KLC Board of Directors meeting in 

Frankfort. 

 

During the BOD meeting, KLC helped draw our attention to some proposed and pending 

legislation that potentially affects Windy Hills, recommending we contact our legislators as 

needed. 

 

HB495 is seeking for all local business taxes and occupational taxes to be collected at the state 

level and then dispensed at the state level.  KLC opposes this bill recommending is stays under 

evaluation. 

 

HB618 relates to Residential Housing, written by Susan Witten. It seeks to require that standards 

for 2, 3, and 4-family homes not be more stringent of those for a single-family home. There is a 

14-day plan review requirement by the developer from the date of construction application.  

Given our experience with Metro Planning and Zoning is that each case takes time in the 

process, the 14-day review is unattainable.  KLC opposes HB618. 

 

HB645, which KLC opposes, is in regard to a tax tribunal for residents who have tax concerns at 

the local level who would use the tax tribunal at the state level for all local tax concerns in KY.  

Once again, KLC opposes this. 

 

Any bill that relates to cities in Kentucky not being able to regulate rental properties is opposed 

by KLC.  Our rental property ordinance was a key factor in our City getting a home on Indian 

Ridge Road cleaned up after years of violations, complaints, and unpaid fines. 

 

During the Women’s Conference, Kate and I met with women in government at all levels. It is 

common knowledge that our Windy Hills Rental Ordinance has been used by other cities in 

Kentucky as a template for their own legislation as it is effective and thorough. 
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Windy Hills Green/City Maintenance/Tree Board liaison/City events - Councilwoman Greer: 

In Councilwoman Greer’s absence, Councilwoman Davis reported: 

The timeline to recover our Green with new trees is a popular thought now that we have 

witnessed the mature trees recently cut down ahead of construction of expanding the driving 

lanes.  The mayor will report on the timeframe. 

 

The Louisville Water Company waterline replacement project was the most cost-effective to go 

from Rudy to Merrifield Lane, from Merrifield to the Watterson Expressway, under the 

expressway.  One original plan was to go through Brownsboro Center but was cancelled. 

 

Any new plans for trees, shrubs, or other planting will be in consultation with our City Arborist.  

None of this will happen until after the completion of all construction, likely the end of 2027 or 

spring of 2028. 

 

We will have to locate trees of specific varietals to match the plaques that were purchased as 

dedications/memorials by family and friends.  Some of those trees will be difficult to find. There 

were four trees with dedications. 

 

Taking into consideration that a successful tree planting season is October-March, the timing to 

plant any new trees on our Green will not only be after all the construction is complete, but 

when the season is most successful. 

 

 

 

Public Works – Councilman Teaford reported:  

Dan Weir completed 4 projects including re-installing the street signs at Merrifield Lane & 

Southview Drive. 

 

LG&E finally installed the 4 LED entrance lights and that project is now complete. 

 

Along with recommendations by our City Engineer, Mark Madison, the council ultimately 

approved repaving of: 

  Two Springs Place 

  Jonlyn Court 

  Waterford Road 

  Wicklow Road 

  4 significant Pothole Repairs on Ambridge Drive 

The estimated cost is around $170K. 
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Regarding the upcoming City budget, I requested $15K for continued sidewalk repairs, 

primarily in the Windsong and Windhurst areas.  There are around 40 troubling spots on 

our sidewalks in total.  We hope to repair 12-15 of those in the coming fiscal year and will 

continue to assess our sidewalks regularly, repairing them in annual batches as our budget 

allows, similar to how we approach paving. 

 

Mayor Roberts brought up Windy Hills roadways. We receive an average of $3K per 

month from the state for our Road Fund.  Similar to last year, it is likely we will use $50K 

from our Road Fund and pay for the rest of the paving expense from our General Fund.  

 

We applied for a grant specifically for Ambridge Drive since area construction has caused 

that particular roadway to be used by area-wide drivers navigating around traffic.  We 

were not awarded any grant funds as there was an overabundance of applications far 

exceeding awards available.  Mayor Roberts also stated that our roads were evaluated in 

2021 with a rating system between 0 and 10. Our worst roads were rated 6 and the paving 

this summer will complete paving of the last road rated 6.  We try to pave the worst roads 

first in our running list, re-evaluating roadways as we go, and in light of budget 

constraints. 

 

 

 

City Clerk/Treasurer – Christine Haner reported:  

There are 8 unpaid 2025 tax bills remaining. In accordance with our Ordinance, liens will 

be filed on Monday, March 16th, if payment is not received before then. 

 

On Wednesday, March 4th, our legal ad seeking bids for Sanitation Services was printed in 

the Courier-Journal.  So far 5 entities have requested bid documents and specifications. 

 

Two bankers boxes of documents from 1989-January 2026 were destroyed by shredding. 

The bulk of those documents were duplicate copies of records, informational and 

reference materials that are outdated, and routine correspondence. A destruction 

certificate was properly completed. 

 

 

Code Enforcement – Paul Eitel:  

In Mr. Eitel’s absence, Mayor Roberts reported: 

Between January 24th and February 23rd, Paul had 42 hours of time on Code Enforcement. Part 

of that was working on annual Rental Registrations.  Contractor and commercial signs in our 

Rights Of Way are constantly observed and removed.  He also spent time on parking infractions, 

reminding many who were parked on the street ahead of the last snowstorm to move their 
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vehicles off the street to assist with snow removal and salting.  Paul observed the Louisville 

Water Company work on Merrifield, keeping us abreast of the progress, taking pictures of the 

roadway, etc. He also reported trees that needed attention or professional observation by our 

city arborist on Southview and Waterford Rd. 

 

 

ATTORNEY COMMENTS:  

Mr. Tim Mayer, from the firm of Strobo Barkley, PLLC, reported that he is continuing forward 

on foreclosures for those few residents who are several years delinquent in payment of city 

property taxes and answering any questions from the Mayor as they arise.  Some of those cases 

in the legal process are currently with the Master Commissioner and will be followed up for 

next steps. 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT:  
• First of all, I want to acknowledge Mr. Doug Mauer who has been assuring that this room 

has been set up for our monthly meetings ever since I was mayor, and, as I understand 

it, for many years before that. Doug is leaving the position, and this is his last night. So, 

Doug, thank you so much for all you have done for the City of Windy Hills. We wish you 

all the best in your next adventure. 

• Everyone has noticed that the trees lining Rudy Lane near Brownsboro Road have been 

removed in preparation for a waterline main. This watermain is to replace the current 

watermain that runs through the Brownsboro Road Bridge to deliver water to the other 

side of the interstate. It is not related to the new VA Hospital. The main will run along 

Rudy Lane to Merrifield, along Merrifield, then under the Watterson Expressway to the 

other side. Much of the work along Merrifield and under the Watterson has already 

been completed. The Kentucky Department of Transportation years ago purchased the 

strip of land along Brownsboro Road and Rudy Lane to create the utility right of way. 

They paid the City $50,000 for the property, including the trees. These funds will be used 

to replace the trees once the construction is completed in the Fall of 2027. The signature 

entrance monument will remain in the City of Windy Hills’ control and all the historical 

signs, and the tree dedication signs have all been removed and safely stored. 

• Metro Councilwoman, Paula McCraney – has requested ideas on how she could help 

Windy Hills during the next Metro Budget Cycle. After thanking her profusely for 

obtaining the funds for the new sidewalk segment on North Hubbard’s and Brownsboro 

Road, I then suggested the following (in no particular order): 

1. Intersection streetlights at N. Hubbard’s-Brownsboro Road, Blankenbaker-

Brownsboro Road and Rudy Lane-Brownsboro Road - like the streetlights at 

Chenoweth-Brownsboro Road. This was something brought up during my first year 

as Mayor and the thought was that it would be nice if there was consistency along 

this corridor – and the lights at Chenoweth are so much nicer. 
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2. Assistance with planting trees on the Green to replace those that were recently 

taken down at the Green along Rudy Lane. 

3. A crosswalk and flashing yellow light “pedestrian” light on North Hubbard’s Lane 

between Rudy Lane and Massie Avenue – this would improve safety in the area – it 

would slow traffic on N. Hubbard’s and would give residents a way to cross N. 

Hubbard’s – from our sidewalk system to the St. Matthew’s sidewalk system. 

4. Speed feedback signs along Rudy Lane to help slow traffic – two suggested locations 

would be eastbound near Brookview and westbound near 4401 Rudy Lane (just 

before the blind entrance/exit at Old Stone Lane). Remember there was a child killed 

by a speeding motorist between these two locations a few years ago. 

5. A presentation stage on the Green for things like music performances, Shakespeare 

plays, etc. 

6. A Community Bulletin Board for the Green at the Green parking lot. 

• 2026-2027 City Budget – the Council and I are working on it. It is a challenge. We have 
not changed the property tax rate for many, many years – and don’t plan to do so. And 
we have kept the discount rate around 50% or more to obtain about a 4% rise in 
revenue year to year. But the costs of providing trash and recycling and snow removal 
services have continued to rise. There will be more about the budget process in the 
April, May and June Council meetings. 

• Contracts: 
o Sanitation RFP has gone out – Bids due by Monday, April 13th at noon (Opening) 
o Landscaping and Snow Removal Contract RFP – working on it 
o Paving Contract RFP – Working on it. 

• A resident raised concern about a large tree limb extending over Waterford Road. Our 

Arborist Caroline Westfall assessed the tree on March 7th and did not think the limb was 

hazardous at this time. To minimize the risk of future property damage she made some 

suggestions including pruning and providing cable support to the limb. These 

suggestions will be forwarded to the property owner. 

• Residents requested an update on the timeline for the Watterson Expressway-

Brownsboro Road Interchange Project: We are currently in Phase 2 and 3 of the Project – 

There are periodic nighttime closure of the Watterson as the US-42 bridge is demolished, 

one half at a time. The bridge is reduced to one lane in each direction – residents 

suggested that the lanes need to be restriped as the lines are not very clear on rainy 

days and at night (This concern will be passed on to the Contractor). Work continues on 

the I-71 North and South bound ramps. According to the Kentucky Transportation 

Cabinet (KYTC) website future phases are to occur between June 2026 and the project 

completion in the Fall of 2027. The mayor has been told that the widening of Rudy Lane 

and the Noise Reduction Wall along the Watterson between Westport Road and 

Brownsboro Road will both be at the end of the project. 

• Finally, Mark your calendars for these upcoming Windy Hills’ Events 
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o Tuesday – April 21st at 6:30 pm – Shakespeare on the Green made possible by 
Metro Councilwoman Paula McCraney. The production will be the “Tempest” – 
which seems a fitting title given the things going on at the Green. 

o Saturday, May 16th from 10 am to noon at the Sojourn-East parking lot there will 
be the Second Annual Windy Hills Shredding Event, co-sponsored by Ms. Kristin 
Jackson of Berkshire-Hathaway Realty. This was very successful last year- 

o Saturday, July 4th – The Fourth of July Windy Hills Picnic and Parade as well as 
our City’s Arbor Day Celebration. 

o And a reminder, Tuesday, June 2nd at 4 pm is the deadline to file for candidacy 
for the Windy Hills mayor and city council positions. More information can be 
obtained by calling the city office. 

  
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: None 

 

 

COMMENTS/QUESTIONS TO THE COUNCIL AS A WHOLE:   None 

 

 

There being no further business to address nor questions to answer of the Council,  

Councilman Teaford made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilwoman Davis.  The motion 

passed and the meeting was officially adjourned at 7:35PM.  

  

  

____________________________                                          ______________________________ 
John Roberts, Mayor  Christine Haner, Clerk/Treasurer 

 

  

 


